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On this month's cover 
pleasure to honor Mrs 
nard, who has been 
dent of tbe Circus Historical 
ety an office that 
qualified to hold and  justly 


she i 


erve 


Qualifications as head 
organization of 


ye and determination 
the ability to unders 
walk 


t 


Bette Leonard was selected 


president last following 


na- 
ype 


a 
the 


resignation Matre and ai 


when the Circus Hist 
needed someone wh 
abi'itv to rally the m 


il 
had 


and stimulate a greater enthusi- 
asm he immediately prov- 
i time 


her ability, and from tt 
t his, Bette Leonard made 
organization stronger than it 
been since founded in 1939 


always 
and thankful for ele 
and capable lady as 


dent 
Sincerely, 


Harry M. Sim 


NOTICE 


Last month, 

it, we failed 
this publication 
carry nev ind a 
Burnt Corkers, Inc., as wel 
ticle ( ing and 
Since 


lated 


the 


has 
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Bandwagon 


; and Activities of th 
HISTORICAL SOCI 
Founded In 1939 
By Don Smith 
Harry M. Simpson 


OFFICERS 
Bette Leonard 
Maurice Alaire 
Walter Pietschmann 
John Crowley 
William Green Election Comm 
PAST PRESIDENTS 
Don Smith 
Walter Tyson 
Arthur Stensvard 


Editor 


President 

Vice-Pres. 
Trea. 

Secretary 


John VanMatre 


Bette Leonard 
To Head C.H.S 


In a recent 
Circus Histo: 
Leonard 
elected pr 
elf, and a 
elected f 

The vote indicated 
dence and satisfaction of t 
be in the CHS officer 
their past term of o 
stitution as publishe 
was approved by a v f 86 to 15 
while the raise in dues to include 
wives was defeated 90 to 70 

South Bend, Ind 
the 1948 convention 
aboo, Wis. and Toront 
ada Bette Leonard 
the following conver 
lee: Dr. H wer, 
to Schieman, Terrel 


Charles L. Dub 

Piercy and Chalmer 
quarters will be at 
Oliver Hctel under 
ment of circus fan 4 
Word from the conventio 
tee indicates that they 
at nothing to make t 
est convention in tl 
CHS 


term of 


was selected a 


over Bar- 


Hobby-Bandwagon, 


Election Commission Bill Green, 
submitting the followi offici- 
returns, reported that 171 bai- 
three failed to 

" membership 
vote a 

was as 


Leonard 


vice-president—Maurice Al- 

71 votes; Bill Kasiska, 55 

's Burns Kattenburg, 39 votes 

" secretary—John J. Crowley, 

Murray Guy, 29 votes 
Audibert, 4 votes 

Walter J Piet- 

; Milo Smith, 40 
1, 31 votes 

M. Simpson, 

ps, 28 votes 
Van Matre, 21 votes 

South Bend, 75 

votes: Toronto, 

vote and 


thank thé 


members 
confidence given 
recent election and as- 
tI will © nue to do 
e good of 

It is 

membership 

near future 


NEW DIRECTOR 
Bob Taber of Riverside Calif 
yas been named the new director 
of Div m 8. Taber replaces the 
late Charles Curtiss 
è em 
PIETSCHMANN WINS TROPHY 
Our treasurer and noted pho 
Piets nn of 
Firth trophy at 
tion of -thé 
America 
lahoma for his 
Princess.” 
ated by Tom 
f Trappe, Md 


conve 


che, mother of 
CHS 24, passed 
ome, 115 Fair- 
on January 


1948. 
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REMINISCES of JAKE POSEY 


“Last of the Forty Horse Drivers” 


I was with Sells Bros. enormous 
railroad shows, 1881-82-83. In the 
spring of 1884, father told me if I 
was determined to follow show bu- 
siness, get in the right end of it, 
where I could t good pay and 
have an ea He said: get in 
the Advance. He said he would 
get me placed with the John Rob- 
inson Circus. We went up to Rob- 
insons Opera Hcuse, Father, Jack 
"Gov" Robinson, Gil Robins 
George Aiken, car manager 
the bar talking old 
vhile I went in to see tl 
Father had me placed all 
was told the advertising car would 
be in the rear of the Russel & 
Morgan Lithograph Fact 
load with paper. I 
cleaned the car manag 
and arranged the statione 
proper places. I was to be 
ger on the car, this was 
day, the car was to leave the 
lowing morning, for  Hillsbor 
Ohio. I went up town that Satur- 
day night, dropped in Frank 
Wright's sak all the 
showmen met. Fr 
boss canvasman I 
lo four drivers came in, on 
way to Columbus, Oh to join 
S. H. Barrett Circus, 
operated by the l 
Sells, manager 
beers, the t 
and I was c 
my nice job 
I arrived at winte 
given a six horse t 
mate was boss host 
the S. H. Ba 
6-7 

1888, Jim Stowe, H3 
Abe Gumble put out 


the 


CIRCUS — WANT TO BUY — 


Cash for Circus and 
old prints, book: 


letter, giving 
items reci 


P. O. BOX 722 
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C. SPENCER CHAMBERS 


SYRACU 


home made affair, 
hurry, with green lum- 
Scott was general 
engaged me to drive a 
on. The show 

in Columbus, Ohio 

ld me to go out to 
winter quarters, where 
oads of Oregon 

my team. These 

even halter broke 

and started 

rmen in the 

am was brok- 

> road. As I 

with green 

rted to dry out, 

apart Conse- 

keep up with the 
money and wa Id by 
in Princeton, Kentucky 
few years la- 

back 

n coops, 

ers I had were pull 


wagon 


l Miller & 
a small 10 car 
mbus, Ohio. I took 
imond", a stal- 
ice menage 

Lee. Polly 

was eques- 

di d 


Doc 
trotting 
ke for 

a bad actor, 
when he had 

n with 

I also did 

e > pad room and 
he band wagon 


lice one ring 


MAGIC 


heralds, cour- 
hotos, route 

1 in first 

Cash paid day 
us material 


NEW YORK 





C. H. S. PHOTO out more bills announcing 
t 1e show would play there 


: : ^ ^ was built for An- 
torical € (ty at > pense ot Walter L. Main 
two memb " d the show to Miller 
walt id as they had no 
agon with a 

sold the cage 

) Cauble. As it had 

>d with Miller Bros. 

the top riser or sun 

k pl d a piece of 

so it wouldn't 





Adv ertising Copy For 


bull’s name was 
mond.” The show 1 e . 

and would se - t April Issue 
would 


must reach this office by 


March 15th 











H. D. GOLDEN 


—presents— 


H. D. GOLDEN'S 3-Ring CIRCUS 


“The Smallest 3 Ring Cireus To Be On Tour In 1948" 


Thanks and Best Wishes To All My Friends 





(pisi 





ig ———— 
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Interview Recalls 


1888 Robinson 
Circus Train Wreck 


ard Con- 
Charles 


In an 
over of 
Toops of Wi 
to give the fol 
John Re Jbinson S 


w by 


unde 

in w 

nct leave the track but 
car telescoped over 

ing it to leave 
over. This was appa 
damage done to tl 
train. M 

show I 

German 

relieved 


the t 


1884 to 1890 
Buffalo Bill 
) 1905 


rom 
the 
rom 1903 t 


Robinson 
and 1893 
show in E 


Me rk, 
Bette 
Joseph L 


4 Lo 
hmann, 


Walter S 
i, Lou Hayek a 


Leona 


circus posters in an illustr 
ticle on the Hobby Sho 
town. 


Allen- 
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CIRCUS 


HOLIDAY 
R. B 
Fla 


Greg 
Dec 

Barnum 
Feb 


Cir 
BILLBOARD is 


Echo 


=" Toledo, 
ped 


tur red in 


F.M 


James M 


and injur 
is 
improvement 
in Ithaca, 


cident, 
marked 


1948 


& B. B 
1947, s 


1948, 


Bros 


y in every 
the Tc 


Farrell, 


ARTICLES 


Jan. 1948—photos of 
taken at Sarasota, 
OMNIBOOK, Feb. 1948 
ed version of “Gus the 
READER'S SCOPE, 
article on P. T. 
POLICE GAZETTE, 
"Lives and Loves of the 
h photc of Jimmy 
U.S. CAMERA, 
ews photo of the Al- 
THE WHITE 
1947—“Orrin 
" illus, by 
ant; same issue, 
Famcus Shows, 
„Duble 


ge of man and 
to of ele- 
VER LINE, Jan 
nts I Have 

l L .Main 
eb 1948—“Slippery 
Robbery” (fiction) 
a must with 


= n 


cus 


zu 


ofSun Bros. 


Ave., is 
Ohic group 
entertain the. country 

is bright today 
ou may 
ircus, a 
was one 

iother 


Rosew MES 


as 


Here is 
1 some 
country 

akes.” Pete was 

a fami f seven chil- 

when Pete 
z the 

i Toledo 

born, with 

live on. Just 

family grew, they 

the won- 

dowed moth- 
ame for the circu 

way. Wolfe fea- 

ledo Blade 


as the 


o 


ventriloquist, with 
Cole Circus last year 
ed in an automobile ac- 
eported as showing 
at his home 
N. Y 





Sells Bros. 6 Enormous R.R. Shows 


By Bob Taber. 


When the Sells 
Railroad Shows 
for Ft. Dodge, 
19, 1882, announcement 
that it required more tl 
yards of cz 
spread of canvas ever 
this monstrous unic 

“No less t th 
suffice to pr their r 
first time features within the 
hours devoted to the exhibiton 
purposes, presenti yr’ 
original attractions 
ing to the c a wealth ¢ 
ling noveitie entirely 
dented in the amusem 
necessitating specially 
ed palace, stock 
and the largest ins ever 
used for the trans ation of an 
amusement organiz 


Bros. 
united 
Iowa 


Enormous 
was billed 
, June 


scenic splendor, oducing among 
its many episodes the beautiful 
national tableau entitled Columbia 
and her court of beauty in which 
are appropriately grouped four of 
the most handsome women in 
America. 

“The consolidated marvel of 
great menageries 

rgest zoologica 


ment 
n hippopo 
r ite rhincce 
Siberian albino be 
bar Sheet 1 
elephants 
“In the 


melacca 
mammoth 


js together with r 
ing list of British Em 
One dollar bill. Edd 
48 Leander Road, Thor: 


Surrey, England 


COVERED WAGONS 
Complete with oxen. Draft hors: 
40 horse hitches. Write for infc 
mation and prices. 

T. J. MALONEY 


16 Edward St. Tonawanda, N. Y. 
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C.H.S 

owned Caron and Washington 
troupe; the illustrious family of 
F sts Davene, 20 funny 
clowns led by the prince of laugh 
Mr. Chas Seeley, ably 
by his aide de camp 


Cripps) 


y of E. W. 


D. Good of Allentown, 
as closed his drug store ac- 
io the BILLBOARD. This 
adquarters for circus fans, 
, etc, for ever 47 years. 
y sold tickets with the 
Circus and horse- 
E rider on the 
how. Good is à 

and CFA 


John R« 
man and 


" L. Main, who is making 

rough the South, Mexico 

Coast, writes that he 

a day with Mills Bros. at 

io, a couple days with 

Zack Terrell of Cole Bros. at Louis- 

ville and visited with C. C. Smith 

in Jackson, Miss. Smith was for- 

merly with the Walter L. Main 
Circus 

m mo 

has been received from 

Eugene C. Feigert of Van Wert, 

Ohio, to the effect that the Na- 

ticnal Geographic Society will 

sh an illustrated article 

us by F. Beverly Kelley. 

ture will carry many 

including 24 high- 

tural color photographs. 

should be as valuable to the 

ector as the Oct. 1931 circus 

ue. 


Word 


P AN MM 
We have just received word from 
E. W ripps of Brantford, Ont., 
Canada, to the effect that he has 
suspended publication of his Great 
Britain Bandwagon Notes. „We 
hope that conditions will soon 
make it possible for Mr. Cripps to 
soon be able to resume this very 
interesting publication, 
TED 
p! Allentown (Pa.) Evening 
Chro of January 16th carried 
an illustration and article on con- 
ionist Albert S. Chryst, who re- 
cently ended a forty year circus 
career. Chryst recently celebrated 
his 80th birthday 
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SECOND OPENING at on you 1. But wait Ss 
à } here going to take 
id gentlemen, it ap my. "i ning?” I said. "I'll 
à t Ill have Hal to 
ic lor 8 bl Pt then make a 
my way t table t nd o ing t ' he replied 
order a : he a 1 and he 
man yelle t me A A ^ ave and 
table I them, so 
is E ld man's 
thing o 
sheets of paper 
and went on 
It was a double 
penciled item vy 
new book by ar x m da 
Komroff 4 tl > he was muggi ^ 3h pa 
for you on ] : i 7 1 d 
page ted me to 
n m ^ 1 m ^ man 
about t onl hing lc ll " ¢ " » They 
from the ¢ I that 3 ih dune 
it had prot round they 
to write 
wrapt up 
left his mu 
the overture 
I was cate 
regarding t 
s v Do Pork 3 : ver there I same 
E tok ca : E : ; named Marshall 
o. > 


some 
ed passing 
invi 


is 
am Show 

and a guy named Molotov is work- 
the Joe show. They 

ory isn't big enough 

of their outfits 

pull out d leave the oth- 

ive it al himself, They 
combining 

the Recon- 


figuring 


with, when the man on the 
door e oc house 
brought these t llov in. You 
could.tell by l at 1 tl 
had been drinkin ome 
old man g and g 
cordis 
old man 
but the re 
from your 


1 £ I 1 ar published by 
forehead of his, didn’t h a spot per i Brothers and cn sale 
on this [ E > alw told it all t 'ount for e in- 
me to get talking ak ignif tsi f one dollar. Walt 
wed é then y get tel m i simplified docu- 
of there gr t wasn't l y men iat the y the 
till on the off : ives me this im I )oul wor vith i 
one, “Say > don l whet rw and or t condi- 

r I E ight t w can prevail on 
hitech th an extr jê S it to quit playir 
to the bull ring could 
got an appointment 
wagon and ive t 1 * string outf t > Joe show 
Take t t my y I I got out playing the sticks, 
there's a couple of c as Y suburban Far East doesn't 
there a that book we been t: 'ome into the picture Joe's big 
ing about is right up to > 7 is carryit Red Army title 
of that short ladder, take a look and not a Ka Ideol one. 
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ł and Molotov 
> on Abis midway d 
that 
and 
they sne ake d t r the back 
flap to cat ] pman pac- 
ing up and that platform 
in front point ting i 


ducked bac 

his viewpci 

afterthou 
The 


sincere line 
its paces for 
bis t 


imed up 
ticularly 


n tl 
on tl 


thank you one ar 
Mac 


CCC ELECT OFFICERS 


us Clown Club of Amer- 
^ ne election of 
rs: Richard’ Ar- 
Marge V. Kelly, 
Curtis Lit- 
pean 

W.. Little, 
innick; adv.; 

i - booster; 

ion; 

divi- 

Cana i- 


publicity 
I n-act tice boost- 


Armstrong 
R. B -B & B Gi: 








FOR SALE 





100 OLD BUTTONS FOR $1.00, ALL 

f Mrs. Stanley S. Rey- 
112 Malta Ave., Ballston Spa, 
E 3t12 





WANTED 
ADVERTISING PEN 
ising and political but- 
id and metal. Fred S 
3, Owatona, Minn. 6t47 
W ANTE D TO BUY—CHARACTER 
:co jars of all kinds. Send 
and price. Also will 
a luplicates. Norman W. 
Habersat, 3127 N. 21 St., Milwau- 
kee 6, W 613 
WANT TO BUY OLD U. S 
" off cover, also early 
s, APS. 17819, E. C. 
Irving Ave. Dayton 9, 
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THE GOLDEN CIRCUS looking at it and in another way it 
TOT MU TREE T is as I have trained animals 
This show as Mr. Golden puts it nothing large" and I.only make 


is a crossroads show. I have not (1) day stands. So you name it 
made a lot of money with it, as it's Members of C. H. S. and fans, 
just a hobby and I want it to stay Jd call APN RIES LB}, WHE YAO 
that way, as my small son is the xis i F 4 : 

only one who travels with me. I do (Courtesy of E. W. Cripps) 
not carry a top any larger than à 

12x12, but I do use a sidewall en- Murray Guy of Jeanette, Pa. 
Americ One and Only Living 
Man with Ha at is 34 inches in 
length" is recovering from an eye 
P tion 


closure. 

The rolling stock consists of 
wheel cage trailer and a 
wheel box trailer with drop s 
We carry 7 cages of animals and 
birds in addition to 3 trained goats 
and two trained dogs, a trained 
dove. Four doves who perform on 
& ferrisswheel, merry-go-round l Enquirer Pictorial Magazine 
teeter-board and a ladder and I do on December 14th under the title 
magic. I don’t use any seats or “Painter of the Circus.” Mr. Tracy’s 
have not so far, but Ido have 5 photo appeared on the cover in 
sections of blue’s, 4 high in case I color and tw« iges of pictures of 
should ever want tc large tbis famous st w shown on 
Which I might in 1949. That i the two center pages. All that have 
the doze on my small novelty V seen CFA member Tracy's painting 
It is not a circus in one v f will agree that they are superb 


Glen Tracy of New Richmond, 
Ohio, was featured in the Cincin- 





Make Your Plans Now 
To Attend The 


C.H.S. Convention 
at South Bend, Ind. 


“The Greatest Ever Held” 
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early in September 
profitable four months 
n sold to a Mr. Browr 
d the show for 
rownlee changed ove 
show and had a suc 
the Pacific Coast [ 


S. Wolcott and Geor 
C. Hunt 
and operat 

October 31, 1929 
passed away at 
le, Mo he wa 

an and a prince of a 


Wolcott 


the Rabbit Foot Show 
headquarters i ort Gibson 





cut dow 
Qu 


show never 


plac ed be 
Balai "€ 
and baggag 
Mr. Oz 
len and Quir 


continued t 
up a sl 


was ticket s T 
Minstrels in 1917 and 
ition with Hunt- 


and operated 
seve E years 


Business Directory 


three lines for 6 months 
no change in copy, $3.00; or 12 
months for $5.00 
PHOTOS. BARNUM & BAILEY 
Europe on reque Jake 
Maine St., Bald 
347 
MUSIC 
Stamps on ap- 
son, 217 Charles 
6t1047 
ANTIQUES—WHEN IN CAMDEN 
stop at Hattie Hibbins, S. Main St 
Camden, Ohio 
ANTIQUES, CHINA AND GI °° 
W Emma Huffman, Sov 
St., Camden, Ohio, on 
Route 127 





x6 


SED BOOKS, BACK vu- 
magazines Pat’s ding 
105 W. M Johnson Ci 


rmer y 


and Quinc " lina glass. £ , be- 


A en Millville-Oxford Mr ind 
nd Quir sol 1 E 
uus ld Sapp. 





CASH — MINSTREL — CASH 
3 paid for Minstre 
Ids and Photos 
4 mth 
AM ER CHAMBERS 
P.O. Box Syracuse 1, N. Y 








C. Spencer Chambers 


O. Box 7 


RARE AND OUT OF PRINT BOOKS 


Phineas 
1891 


Benton, Joel “Life of 
T. Barnum, 8 vo, cloth 
(Gross plagiarism) $3.50 


Decastro, J, “Memoirs” analy- 
sis of the life of the late Philip 
Astley, E; portrait with 
Astley 263 pp. Rare $5.00 


1arle "Fou 
With Buffalo 

, illus. 94 pp. Ra t 
B. Albia, Iowa, 1908 


Griffin 


item on B 
$10.06 
"Beburau" : 
clown (English 
1928. $1.75 


Jules, 


i J. “Theatrical 
and cus Li colored 
plates, 608 pp. Mansfield, Ohic 
Badly shaken 5 

Acro 
(English) 
copy, rare 


LaRoux and Garnier 
bats and Montebank 
1890 233 illus. Fine 
$7.50 


Mayer, 
Animals in 
good elepl! 
pp. 1922, L 


Morley, H. "Mem 
tholomew Fair, 
top, half leathe 
illus. 506 pp 


Robinson, G 
Show Days," 8 
$3.50 

Seag 
9x11 The finest 
book to come out of Eng 
the circus, 52 full page d 
wo y of frames $4.50 


P. “Thirteer 
the Wild Beas 
t modes of cap- 
and taming ele 
| man in 
nment E 


on the 


pict 
illu 


pard, Thomas, “Evolution 
of the Drama” h space 
en to W. F and 
illus 


, Olga, “Mollie Bailey 
Quee f the South 
iphy 160 pp 

$2.50 


8 vo, cl 


illus, new 


Dre ar, Albe aliforn 
Pione Circus” ¢ business 
through the gold country in the 
50's, cl, illus 98 pp. hi y 
the Rowe circus. New $3.00 

Minstrelsy 

Wilke Jarl, “Tamb 
Bones,” a ł y of the 
can 
$3.00 


and 
Ameri- 





